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preservation of cultural heritage, and the de-
velopment of a sustained dialogue, including
a Pristina-Belgrade dialogue and a regional
dialogue;

Whereas the ethnic violence that occurred
in Kosovo from March 17, 2004 through March
19, 2004, represented a severe setback to the
progress the people of Kosovo achieved in
implementing the Standards for Kosovo and
resulted in 20 deaths and damage to or de-
struction of approximately 900 homes and 30
Serbian Orthodox churches and other reli-
gious sites;

Whereas the bomb attacks against the peo-
ple and international institutions in Kosovo
that occurred from July 2, 2005 through July
4, 2005, were unacceptable events that work
counter to the interests and efforts of the
majority of the people of Kosovo and signal
that more work must be done to promote the
implementation of the Standards for Kosovo;

Whereas the status of Kosovo, which is nei-
ther stable nor sustainable, is a critical issue
affecting the aspirations of Southeast Eu-
rope for stability, peace, and eventual mem-
bership in the European Union;

Whereas the authorities and institutions of
Kosovo must be empowered to act independ-
ently to achieve the Standards for Kosovo so
that such authorities and institutions may
assume responsibility for any progress or
setbacks;

Whereas 2005 must be a year of decision for
representatives of Kosovo, Serbia and Monte-
negro, and the United Nations to move for-
ward on the status of Kosovo;

Whereas the basic values of multi-eth-
nicity, democracy, and market-orientation
must remain at the heart of any effort to re-
solve the question of the future status of
Kosovo; and

Whereas the support of all of the people of
Kosovo is required to achieve a successful
outcome that addresses those basic values:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) the unresolved status of Kosovo is nei-
ther sustainable nor beneficial to the
progress toward stability and peace in
Southeast Europe and its integration with
Europe;

(2) the leaders of Kosovo and Serbia and
Montenegro and the representatives of the
United Nations should work toward an
agreement on the future status of Kosovo
and a plan for transformation in Kosovo;

(3) such agreement and plan should—

(A) address the claims and satisfy the key
concerns of the people of Kosovo and the peo-
ple of Serbia and Montenegro;

(B) seek compromises from both Kosovo
and Serbia and Montenegro to reach an
agreement;

(C) promote the integration of Southeast
Europe with the European Union and the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization;

(D) reinforce efforts to encourage full co-
operation by the governments of Kosovo and
of Serbia and Montenegro with the Inter-
national Crimes Tribunal for the Former
Yugoslavia;

(E) promote stability in the region and
take into consideration the stability of de-
mocracy in Kosovo and in Serbia and Monte-
negro;

(F) promote the active participation of
Serbians in Kosovo in elections and in the
government of Kosovo; and

(G) require the fulfillment of the Standards
for Kosovo, the requirements that the United
Nations Interim Administration Mission in
Kosovo established to advance stability in
Kosovo, in accordance with prior commit-
ments and in support of the initiation of dis-
cussions on status with particular emphasis
on the problem of human rights in minority
communities;
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(4) the anticipated discussions of the long-
term status of Kosovo should result in a plan
for implementing the Standards for Kosovo,
particularly with regard to minority protec-
tions, return of property, and the develop-
ment of rule of law as it relates to the im-
provement of protection of minorities, the
return of internally displaced persons, the
return of property, and the prosecution of
human rights violations; and

(5) Kosovo, Serbia and Montenegro, and the
United Nations, during the negotiations re-
lated to the long-term status of Kosovo,
should require—

(A) increased monitoring and reporting of
the progress on the implementation of the
Standards for Kosovo and any incidents of
human rights violations, and should broaden
the involvement of minorities and commu-
nity-level representatives in monitoring, re-
porting, and publicizing that progress;

(B) that the authorities and institutions of
Kosovo be given greater authority and inde-
pendence in fulfilling the Standards for
Kosovo, including assuming the responsi-
bility for any setbacks and progress and ac-
quiring experience in assuming greater au-
tonomy; and

(C) a broad public awareness campaign to
raise awareness of both the plan to resolve
the question of the status of Kosovo and the
requirements for the transition of Kosovo to
a permanent status, including the impor-
tance of the progress in implementing the
Standards for Kosovo and the necessity of
ensuring peace and suppressing all forms of
discrimination and violence so that the re-
gion may move forward toward a future of
greater prosperity, stability, and lasting
peace.

———

EXTENDING AUTHORITY OF THE
SECRETARY OF THE ARMY

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Environment and Public
Works be discharged from further con-
sideration of H.R. 3765 and that the
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will please report the bill by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (H.R. 3765) to extend through Decem-
ber 31, 2007, the authority of the Secretary of
the Army to accept and expend funds con-
tributed by non-Federal public entities to ex-
pedite the processing of permits.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the amend-
ments at the desk be agreed to, the
bill, as amended, be read a third time
and passed, the motions to reconsider
be laid upon the table, and that any
statements relating to the measure be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendments (Nos. 2057 and 2058)
were agreed to, as follows:

AMENDMENT NO. 2057

(Purpose: To modify the reauthorization
period of a certain water resource program)

On page 2, line 10, strike ‘‘December 31,
2007 and insert ‘““March 31, 2006°°.

AMENDMENT NO. 2058

Amend the title so as to read: ‘“To extend

through March 31, 2006, the authority of the
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Secretary of the Army to accept and expand
funds contributed by non-Federal public en-
tities and to expedite the processing of per-
mits.”.

The bill (H.R. 3765), as amended, was
read the third time and passed, as fol-
lows:

(The bill will be printed in a future
editing of the RECORD.)

———

NATIONAL CHARACTER COUNTS
WEEK

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 271, which was submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please report the resolution
by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 271) designating the
week beginning October 16, 2005, as ‘‘Na-
tional Character Counts Week.”’

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motion to reconsider be laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REs. 271

Whereas the well-being of the Nation re-
quires that the young people of the United
States become an involved, caring citizenry
with good character;

Whereas the character education of chil-
dren has become more urgent as violence by
and against youth increasingly threatens the
physical and psychological well-being of the
people of the United States;

Whereas more than ever, children need
strong and constructive guidance from their
families and their communities, including
schools, youth organizations, religious insti-
tutions, and civic groups;

Whereas the character of a nation is only
as strong as the character of its individual
citizens;

Whereas the public good is advanced when
young people are taught the importance of
good character and the positive effects that
good character can have in personal relation-
ships, in school, and in the workplace;

Whereas scholars and educators agree that
people do not automatically develop good
character and that, therefore, conscientious
efforts must be made by institutions and in-
dividuals that influence youth, to help young
people develop the essential traits and char-
acteristics that comprise good character;

Whereas, although character development
is, first and foremost, an obligation of fami-
lies, the efforts of faith communities,
schools, and youth, civic, and human service
organizations also play an important role in
fostering and promoting good character;

Whereas Congress encourages students,
teachers, parents, youth, and community
leaders to recognize the importance of char-
acter education in preparing young people to
play a role in determining the future of the
Nation;

271) was
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